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CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS

Of the

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA DACHSHUND CLUB, INC.

ARTICLE I

NAME AND PLACE OF BUSINESS

     This club shall be known as the NORTHERN CALIFORNIA DACHSHUND CLUB, INC. and is incorporated under the laws of the state of California as a non-profit corporation and does not contemplate pecuniary gain or profit to the members thereof.  The principal office for the transaction is the vicinity of Northern California

ARTICLE II

OBJECTIVES OF THE CLUB

     First:  To promote the breed and encourage the improvement of purebred Dachshunds, and to conform to the Dachshund standards as set forth by the Dachshund Club of America

     Second:  To hold shows, exhibitions, matches and trials in compliance with the rules and regulations of the American Kennel Club.
     Third:  To encourage the advancement and protect the interest of Dachshunds, as well as to popularize the breed.

ARTICLE III

MEMBERSHIP

      Section 1:  Regular membership in the club shall be open to all persons interested in the breeding, welfare and development of Dachshunds and who are in good standing with the American Kennel Club.

      Honorary membership in the club may be given to any regular member in good standing by motion from the floor and a two-thirds (2/3) majority vote of the membership present at any regular meeting.  An honorary member will retain his or her right to vote or hold office in the club.

      Section 2:  Applicants for membership shall be sponsored by two members of the club in good standing. A home visit may be required, name to be published in the Newsletter, after which the board will reject or accept the application within sixty (60) days.
      Section 3:  Any member in good standing may resign from the club by submitting his/her resignation in writing to the Recording Secretary of the Club and upon acceptance by the Board of Directors of such, all of his interest in the property of the club and his obligations to the club shall cease from the date of resignation.
     Section 4:  A former member whose membership has lapsed for any reason, shall apply according to Section 2 of Article III.  Any member can be dropped from membership for non payment of dues.  Refer to Article VI.
ARTICLE IV

DUTIES OF OFFICERS

       Section 1:  Government of the club shall be vested in the club as a body, which shall annually elect from its membership a Board of Directors, a President, a Vice-President, a Recording Secretary, a Corresponding Secretary, and a Treasurer.  The offices of Recording Secretary, Corresponding Secretary and a Treasurer may be separate or combined according to the volume of duties and at the discretion of the Board.
     Section 2:  The President shall discharge the usual duties of the office, preside at all meetings of the club or board, enforce the Constitution, and By-Laws, and appoint such committees as deemed necessary.  All meetings shall be conducted in a strict accordance with the basic recognized principles of parliamentary Law and Protocol.  Roberts’ Rules of Order (Rev. Edition) will be followed as a guide for the conduct of all meetings and for interpretation of the Constitution and By-Laws.  The President may vote on amendments of the Constitution or alteration of the By-Laws, or on the application or expulsion of a member.  On all other matters he or she shall vote only in case of a tie, and shall then cast the deciding vote.  The President will act as ex-officio member of all committees.
     Section 3:  The Vice President shall attend to the duties of the President in absence of the latter.

     Section 4:  The Recording Secretary shall keep the minutes of the club and a roll of the membership and will have a copy of the club’s By-Laws at all of the club meetings.

     Section 5:  The Corresponding Secretary shall correspond or approve correspondence on all matters pertaining to the club as directed by the club through the president.  The Corresponding Secretary will have charge of all official correspondence, keep copies of all letters sent, and file such as may be received.  Official communication of the club will be communicated in the most expeditious and economical manner (U.S. mail, e-mail or phone).
      Section 6:  The Treasurer shall collect and receive all monies due or received by the club for any and all purpose and keep a correct, itemized account of same.  The Treasurer shall pay all bills as authorized by the Board of Directors and render an itemized report on such bills at the next meeting following payment.  The Treasurer shall notify all members of their indebtedness to the club endeavor to collect same before declaring them as delinquents.  The treasurer shall report any delinquent indebtedness by a club member beyond sixty (60) days at the next regular Board meeting.  The Treasurer shall notify in writing all members in January of each year that dues are payable on January 31.  The Treasurer shall submit the club’s books to be audited annually by a committee appointed by the Board of Directors.  Both the Treasurer and the President shall be authorized to sign checks drawn on Club funds.
     Section 7:  The Board of Directors shall consist of five (5) Directors and the elected officers of the club.  The Board of Directors shall be an executive body in administering the affairs of the club.  The minutes of each meeting of the Board of Directors shall be read at the next regular meeting of club body.  A quorum shall consist of not less than five (5) members.  The past-President shall act as ex-officio member of the Board.

      Section 8:  Absenteeism, any officer or director not present for roll call at the commencement of three (3) regular meetings or board meetings during a calendar club year may be expelled from office for cause at the time.  Filling an unexpired vacant office or Board Member will be done by a vote of the Board of Directors.
       Section 9:  Election of Officers shall take place at annual meeting each year.  The annual meeting will be the general meeting subsequent to the Annual Specialty Show.  Officers elected at the annual meeting shall take office at the next regular meeting.
     Section 10:  Procedure of voting, the procedure of voting of one office at a time shall be followed with the exception of the board of Directors who shall be noted on as a group.  Officers will be elected by a simple majority.  The ballot for Officers and Directors may be cast as follows:

(a) The voting shall be by written, secret ballot by members present at the meeting and in good standing.  Votes will be tallied in the presence of the membership.  That a person receiving a majority of the votes cast shall be elected.  In the event no person received a majority of the votes cast, a run-off election shall be held between the two persons receiving the highest number of votes.

(b) The same procedure shall apply for the selection of Judges for shows, and matches.
ARTICLE V
COMMITTEES

       Section 1:  Nominating Committee.  This committee shall consist of at least three (3) members appointed by the President at least sixty (60) days prior to the annual meeting.  A final slate of proposed candidates for election to office shall be presented to the general membership subsequent to the annual meeting.  This, however, shall not preclude the right of any member to make a nomination for any office from the floor at this same meeting.  The floor nominated person must be present and agree to the nomination.
       Section 2:  Membership Committee.  The President shall appoint a membership committee of a minimum of three (3) members in good standing.  The Membership Committee shall /oversee article III section 2.  The Chairman of the Membership Committee shall notify all new members of their election to membership.  
       Section 3:  Education Committee.  The President shall appoint an Education Committee of a minimum of three (3) members in good standing.  The Education Committee shall have charge of all programs planning, other than social events, and all other matters relating to education for the benefit of the membership.

     Section 4:  Ways and Means Committee.  The President shall appoint a Ways and Means Committee of a minimum of three (3) members in good standing.  The Ways and Means Committee shall charge of all fund raising events to the benefit of the club other than the Specialty Show, matches and performance events.
ARTICLE VI

MEMBERSHIP FEES

       Membership dues shall not exceed $50.00 (fifty dollars) per year, payable on or before the 31st day of January of each year. All members shall become delinquent who have not paid their dues within sixty (60) days from the time they are due.

       Any members so delinquent shall not participate in any of the club benefits, hold office or vote on any matter before the club.  Members delinquent in dues after sixty (60) days may be dropped from the membership rolls upon approval of the Board of Directors after two (2) weeks written notice has been given him by the Treasurer. 

     Any and all monies resulting from any and all activities of the club shall constitute the cash capital of the club.  The club may not conduct any shows for the personal gain of any person or persons, and all money derived from any show, match or events shall be used by the club for conducting its business or holding of shows or events, and giving trophies or other awards.

ARTICLE VII

MEETINGS
       Regular meetings of the club shall be held four times per year.  The meeting date is subject to change in any given month by the Board of Directors, with appropriate notice in writing to the general membership.  Special meetings or emergency change in regular meetings may be called at any time by the President.  Five (5) members shall constitute a quorum, which shall include three members of the Board of Directors as necessary for the transaction of business at any regular meeting.

ARTICLE VIII

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION

       The official publication of the club shall be a newsletter known as the TECKEL TELLER, which is the property of the club.  This newsletter shall be sent to the membership via e-mail or U.S. mail bi-monthly, at least seven (7) days prior to the next regular scheduled meeting by the news letter editor.  

ARTICLE IX

CODE OF ETHICS

       Any person may be suspended from membership for fraudulent or dishonorable practice whether in connection with shows, matches, registration, sales or stud service, or for any conduct prejudicial to the best interests of the club.  Such charges must be made in writing, signed by two (2) or more members in good standings, and placed in the hands of the Secretary for action at the next board The member will receive notification in writing of the board’s action.
      Any officer failing to fulfill or perform the duties of his or her office as prescribed by the Constitution and By-laws may be deposed or removed from office.  Such charges must be made in writing, signed by two (2) members in good standing and placed in the hands of the Corresponding Secretary for action at the next Board meeting.  The Board shall thereupon take up the charges for consideration and shall have power to temporarily suspend such officer.  The officer thus temporarily suspended shall thereupon be notified by the Corresponding Secretary of his suspension prior to the next regular meeting, at which next regular meeting the temporary suspension shall be made permanent if sustained by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the members present, otherwise the suspension shall be nullified.  The officer temporarily deposed or removed must, within three (3) days turn over property, data and goods in his possession belonging to the club, to such person as may be appointed by the President to said office, which appointment shall continue during the term of temporary deposition only.  If the suspension is made permanent, the Board shall proceed by ballot to fill the office for the unexpired term, or until a successor is duly elected.
ARTICLE X

CHANGES IN BY-LAWS

       The By-Laws of the club may be changed by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the members present at any regular meeting.  Notice of such proposed changes shall be given by U.S. mail or e-mail seven (7) days previous to the time such vote shall be taken.
       The proposed changes shall be read to the general membership immediately following seven (7) days notice or the next regular membership meeting and said changes will be voted on at that time.

ARTICLE XI

DISSOLUTION

       The club may be dissolved at any time by written consent of not less than two-thirds (2/3) of the members.  In the event of the dissolution of the club, whether voluntary or involuntary, or by the operation of the law, non of the property of the club nor any proceeds thereof nor any assets of the club shall be distributed to any members of the club; but after payment of the debts of the club, its property and any assets shall be given to a charitable organization for the benefit of dogs, such organization to be selected by the Board of Directors.

